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As the impacts of climate change intensify - displacing communities, damaging ecosystems, and 
threatening lives - COP30 provides a pivotal opportunity to elevate adaptation as a core political 
priority within the UNFCCC process. In the face of unprecedented and escalating climate 
impacts, adaptation is not a secondary concern;  

It is a matter of rights:  
the right to survival, to sustainable development, and to human security.  

 

Adaptation is a matter of justice and equity. Communities least responsible for the climate 
crisis are bearing the greatest burdens. Climate adaptation efforts must thus prioritise those who 
are most vulnerable, recognising historical injustices and the structural inequalities that 
exacerbate climate impacts. 
 

Adaptation is a global issue that demands locally led solutions, recognising that the most 
effective responses are participatory and grounded in local knowledge and contexts. With 
COP30 on the horizon,  

World leaders must treat adaptation with the urgency it deserves and place it firmly on 
the political agenda. 

 

Not all adaptation measures are equally effective, and to progress to adaptation outcomes, 
high-quality measures are imperative. To protect affected communities and ecosystems from 
increasing climate impacts,  

The quality of adaptation must improve and be revamped.  
 

What does this require?  
Adaptation efforts must be locally led, inclusive, and transformative—designed not just to protect 
the status quo, but to strengthen vulnerable systems and support/ build capacity of communities 
for long-term resilience. Gender equality must be at the heart of these actions, and so too must 
ecosystem integrity. From rural farmers to coastal cities, from forests to freshwater systems, 
from livelihoods to health systems and infrastructure, adaptation should address the intertwined 
needs of both people and nature. However, vulnerable communities need access to resources, 
especially finance and capacity buildin,g to implement adaptation actions ,hence,  

Committing to and Delivering Adaptation Finance and ensuring its quality must be 
prioritised  

 

Despite the increasing need for adaptation finance, climate finance still overwhelmingly favors 
mitigation action over adaptation. This gap is widening, even as impacts intensify. The New 
Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) on climate finance shockingly did not set a dedicated target 



 

for adaptation—an alarming omission. Meanwhile, the commitment to double adaptation finance 
by 2025 is expiring, without clarity on its fulfilment or on what comes next.  To meet the growing 
demand for adaptation finance, COP30 must:  

1.​ Agree on delivering adequate adaptation finance based on needs, in the form of a 
dedicated, financial target to replace the doubling commitment.  

2.​ Ensure adaptation finance is needs-based, accessible, predictable, and non-debt 
creating, prioritising grants over loans.  

3.​ Ensure finance is gender-responsive, supports locally-led adaptation and ecosystem 
integrity, and centers justice and equity.  

Moreover, there is growing interest in  private adaptation finance. However, private sector 
finance has a limited role in adaptation, particularly in contexts where there are no immediate 
financial returns. And so, public finance must lead, driven by principles of justice, equity, 
and effectiveness.  
 
Only by improving the quantity and quality of adaptation finance can we truly enable 
communities and ecosystems to survive and thrive in a rapidly changing climate. 
 
 


