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Don’t Miss the Global Stocktake’s 
Road to Action

 ECO welcomes the first technical dialogue of 
the Global Stocktake. It is not often that such a UNFCCC 
technical process uses a format that fosters meaningful 
discussions, rather than just hearing statements. Co-
designing the GST process and its inputs was the main 
demand of  several UNFCCC constituencies, and ECO is 
happy that our words have been heard.
 ECO is excited to participate in today’s opening 
plenary for the GST, and to be part of the so-called 
Roundtables, and the “World Café,” and all the events 
around the technical dialogue in the coming days. ECO 
is hoping to have meaningful discussions with Parties on 
the precise gaps we are facing in mitigation, adaptation, 
finance (including for loss and damage), equity, respect for 
Indigenous and human rights, protection and restoration 
of ecosystems and all other relevant topics to the Paris 
Agreement. ECO knows that Parties need no reminder 
that equity and human rights are both critical and not the 
same thing. Both must be actively and explicitly addressed 
in the Global Stocktake. This should come as no surprise 
to Parties. Indeed, all Parties have long-standing human 
rights obligations, as reflected in the Paris Agreement.
We all already know that we are not on track for 1.5°C. This 
technical dialogue is an important opportunity to bring 
solutions to the table and identify the best and fastest 
measures to meet the Paris goals. Both sector-specific 
and forward-looking exchanges during the dialogue will 
be great inputs for the political discussions that are still 
to come in the next Joint Contact Group of the Global 
Stocktake.
 However, ECO wishes to issue a friendly reminder 
to our readers: during the technical dialogue, Parties and 
Observers should not forget an important question: “Why 

are we meeting today?” Because this is not just a technical 
exercise in the UNFCCC sphere nor an academic exchange 
of views. The technical dialogue is determining the content 
of the output phase of the Global Stocktake. A great deal 
hangs on this output. It must  ensure that we conduct the 
best assessment of how the Paris Agreement, including 
its broader societal objectives, is being implemented 
worldwide, and how to do it faster.
 The ultimate goal of the Global Stocktake is to 
deliver needed increases in ambition to meet the goals of 
the Paris Agreement, to protect people and ecosystems 
from the impacts of climate change. This means delivering 
increased action, including mitigation to stop worsening 
climate change, adaptation for communities and 
ecosystems facing impacts or addressing loss and damage 
to achieve climate justice. Meeting the goals of the Paris 
Agreement is only possible when all  countries contribute 
their fair share of the burden to support global action and 
transformation. This is the only way to ensure the safety of 
people and the ecosystems of the planet.
 And frankly, the opportunity for a course correction 
the GST offers is badly needed. The current NDC cycle is 
not working well. Not only are parties not meeting their 
current climate targets, those targets aren’t aligned with 
the 1.5°C goal. Therefore the Global Stocktake, and its 
technical phase with these dialogues, is a critical, can’t-
afford-to-miss opportunity to fix this cycle and ensure the 
world meets the goals of the Paris Agreement. 
 Time is not on our side, but it’s not too late. The 
IPCC is clear: we have but a few years to shift to a 1.5°C 
society. Today, and over the coming days at the Global 
Stocktake Roundtables, let us keep this in mind and not 
miss this opportunity to spur action, NOW!
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Why Brazil’s Upcoming Elections are a Key 
Climate Event of 2022

 ECO is pleased to report that Brazil has so far been 
uncannily tame at SB56. Be it for the lack of relevant Article 
6 debates or for the uncertainty surrounding the upcoming 
Presidential elections in October, the fact is that Brasília 
seems to have given their diplomats some breathing room. 
Generally, Brazilian negotiators are making constructive 
interventions rather than playing obstruction.
 Of course, there is a “but”. 
 The good attitude seen in Bonn is in total cognitive 
dissonance with what is happening at home. On the inside, 
the world’s 5th biggest carbon emitter is in dangerous 
turmoil, with sociopath-in-chief Jair Bolsonaro threatening a 
coup every other day. Right now, the world reacts in despair 
as a British journalist and a former federal indigenous 
protection agent have been missing in the depths of the 
Amazon jungle for four days – and the Bolsonaro regime 
loiters with the search operations. The president has called 
the journalistic investigation into the violation of indigenous 
rights, that led reporter Dom Phillips into the rainforest, “an 
unnecessary adventure”.

 The episode illustrates the ghastly treatment given 
to indigenous peoples by Bolsonaro, an autocrat wannabe 
who’s been delivering on his promise of opening up the 
Amazon rainforest for business (and triggering a genocide 
and a carbon bomb in the process). It also highlights the risk 
to the world if his administration continues. The Americas’ 
most dangerous climate denier - who is Joe Biden’s special 
guest at the Summit of the Americas this week - has 
presided over an unprecedented three-year rise in Amazon 
deforestation rates and weakened Brazil’s NDC twice. If he 
succeeds in securing himself extra time in office, whether 
through democratic means or a coup, both the rainforest 
and the 1.5 degree goal are in serious trouble. 
 This is why Brazil’s elections are likely the most 
important climate event of 2022 after the catastrophic 
invasion of Ukraine. At a time when governments all over 
the world rush to the cozy lure of fossil fuels to escape the 
energy crisis, it would be nice to have a big emitter back 
at the table with a new president and a plan to tackle 
runaway deforestation for a change.  
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