
 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE             November 27, 2012 
Doha, Qatar 
 
Turkey's Love Affair with Coal is a Real Fossil  
 
The First Place Fossil is awarded to Turkey. Although Turkey is the world's fourth 
largest investor in coal, recording the largest relative increase in annual GHG 
emissions between 1990–2010 with Ankara declaring 2012 the year of coal, Turkey is 
asking for more funds in the climate negotiations. This is even though Ankara did not 
post any QUELROs for the first commitment period. To make matters even more 
fossilised, Turkey has already declared they wont make a pledge for the second 
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. Although, they work almost invisibly 
during the negotiations, so as not to receive too much attention, it’s clearly their time 
to step onto the fossil stage! It’s your turn Turkey for a Fossil! 
 
The second place Fossil of the Day goes to the EU for having already reached their 
pledged 2020 target of 20% but having so far failed to increase even though there is 
still almost 10 years to go. How outrageous! Is the EU really planning to go for the 
next 10 years without doing ANY further emissions reductions? EU you will need to 
quickly increase your target or the clouds will appear and it will start raining even 
more fossils on your negotiating table. 
 
(1) According to the latest projections by the European Environmental Agency the 
EU’s domestic emissions were 17,5% below the 1990 level in 2011. Factoring in 
offsets surrendered into the EU ETS in 2011, we find that the EU27 has effectively 
beaten it’s -20% climate target for 2020 with nine years to spare!  
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About CAN: The Climate Action Network (CAN) is a worldwide network of roughly 
700 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working to promote government and 
individual action to limit human0induced climate change to ecologically sustainable 
levels. www.climatenetwork.org   

 
About the fossils: The Fossil of the Day awards were first presented at the climate 
talks in 1999, in Bonn, initiated by the German NGO Forum. During United Nations 
climate change negotiations (www.unfccc.int), members of the Climate Action 
Network (CAN), vote for countries judged to have done their 'best' to block progress 
in the negotiations in the last days of talks.  
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