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CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND TIE FOR THE 
INFAMOUS COLOSSAL FOSSIL 2012 AWARD 

 
This year’s Fossil of the Year Award, The Colossal Fossil, goes to Canada and New 
Zealand! After a 5-year reign as the Colossal Fossil, it seems Canada is refusing to 
bow out gracefully into the irrelevance that comes with being an historic climate 
laggard. They, instead, stood strong for inaction throughout the UN climate talks, 
challenged only by the up and coming New Zealand. 
 
Although Canada can share the honour for one more year, Fossil feels that Canada’s 
tar sands are, frankly, giving Canada an unfair advantage in this competition – Canada 
has been carbon doping! 
 
For a country whose emissions are similar in scale to the Canadian tar sands, New 
Zealand has demonstrated exceptional blindness to scientific and political realities. 
Surprising many and disappointing all, New Zealand has fought hard to unseat 5-time 
Colossal Fossil winner, Canada, in a campaign of extreme selfishness and 
irresponsibility. While New Zealand may have helped drown the talks for another 
year, New Zealand's small and vulnerable Pacific neighbours should take heart that 
they have not been forgotten - New Zealand intends to drown them too. 
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About CAN: The Climate Action Network (CAN) is a worldwide network of roughly 
700 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working to promote government and 
individual action to limit human0induced climate change to ecologically sustainable 
levels. www.climatenetwork.org   

 
About Fossil: The Fossil of the Day awards were first presented at the climate talks 
in 1999, in Bonn, initiated by the German NGO Forum. During United Nations 
climate change negotiations (www.unfccc.int), members of the Climate Action 
Network (CAN), vote for countries judged to have done their 'best' to block progress 
in the negotiations in the last days of talks.  
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