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ADP: Ambition Delivery, Please?

The week began on a high note with positive signals coming from some major emitters, they’re moving in the right direction, but all
countries can go further and faster. ECO expects - and the world needs - more positive signals alongside concrete additional commit-
ments between now and the Ban Ki-Moon Summit in September, COP20 in Lima, all the way to the March 2015 deadline.

You might be asking, what about today? ECO has been perusing the information note for this Ministerial and noticed its four objec-

tives for the session, so here’s our take on what your role is on:
1. Motivating the Parties to do more

ECO promises to have our cheerleaders - in custom outfits in your
national colours, chanting in your native language - out for any
Minister announcing new mitigation, financial commitments or
actions pre-2020, in any session. This offer remains open through
to the Ban Ki Moon Summit!

2. The political implications of the IPCC findings, for both mit-
igation and adaptation

The results of the ARS are crystal clear.

All fossil fuel emissions need to be phased out and we need to
start immediately if we want to remain within the lowest tempera-
ture limit of 1.5C. It’s not just about phasing out all the bad stuff,
we need to phase in the good stuff too - a 100% renewable future
with sustainable energy access for all.

WGII reflects that our adaptation response to current extreme
weather events remains low, highlighting an “adaptation deficit”
in both developing and developed countries. ECO is concerned
that this is being replicated in the ADP. Let’s be clear: a 2015
agreement is not politically or practically feasible without ad-
dressing the deficit. The ADP must have significant support to
scale up adaptation action for developing countries if it wants to
protect the most vulnerable people and ecosystems.

Adaptation has long been given a lower priority in the
negotiations, including in the ADP. ECO is pleased to see many
developing countries now seriously considering what a new
agreement needs to deliver to match their growing adaptation
needs, and address loss and damage. A key element is more re-
sources provided by rich countries. We also need to start thinking
on how we can all be preparing for the impacts of climate change.
Ask yourselves, Ministers, what would climate change look like
if we took it as seriously as we did the global financial crisis? This
is a global challenge and we need radical changes to protect our
planet from a climate disaster. Take off your party political hats,
and put on your thinking caps! We need bolder and braver poli-
cies to protect us from climate change.

3. Preparation of nationally determined contributions from all
Parties

ECO has many wise friends in many countries. These friends
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would like to help support the ADP by conducting an indepen-
dent civil society review of initial pledges on both adequacy and
equity. This review will cover not only mitigation offers, but also
what rich countries are planning to provide on climate finance
(for both mitigation and adaptation), as a crucial element of those
countries’ fair share in the global effort. Ministers, our friends
don’t bite...unless you’re timid with your ambition! The ADP
needs to create a formal space for civil society reviews, and the
independent analyses and reviews we expect other expert groups
(like UNEP) to produce, as to inform the process. This is ex-
tremely important and must not be allowed to fall through the
cracks. Concrete signals on this assessment process today and an
agreement on it in Lima are critical.

4. Providing political guidance and support for the ADP

Ministers, though sometimes you may suspect otherwise, ECO
does like you! We get very upset when you don’t show up to
things (see yesterday’s edition). It’s up to you to lead the convoy
as we head to Paris. Climate change is the most pressing chal-
lenge of the 21st century and this calls for continued political
engagement at the highest levels until the crisis is solved.

Ministers, roll up your sleeves and get stuck in — the world needs
your leadership!

On June 16, CAN is turning 25 - come along
to hear about CAN’s new direction and help us
celebrate with a party!

Register here:
http://bit.ly/RegisterCAN25Anniversary

ECO online

Remember you can read ECO
online or on your iPhone,
iPad or Android!

http://bit.ly/GetECO
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Over achievement or under ambition?

The EU has made no efforts to hide their personal satisfaction at pro-
jecting it will overachieve its 20% target for 2020. According to the
EU’s KP “ambition” submission, they’re on a pathway to a reduction of
22.8% on average during the second commitment period. Not forgetting
that the latest numbers released just a couple of days ago confirmed that
the EU has already reached a level of 19.2% below 1990 levels in 2012.

This looks great at first glance, but there’s more to it. In reality the EU
isn’t offering any hard commitments to achieve additional reductions.
A 30% reduction target has been, until recently, a lively political dis-
cussion in Europe even though NGOs are calling for a 40% reduction.
The overachievement is not so much ‘over’ achievement as it is ‘under’
ambition.

EU cuts could be greater than projected without much more effort.
There are additional national measures, as well as the Energy Efficiency
Directive which isn’t yet accounted for, which together could shave off
another 3% or more by 2020. In talking about additional cuts, the EU’s
KP submission also tactfully notes the 1.6Gt of eligible ETS offsets
without suggesting what to do about them. There are almost three-quar-
ters of a GT in non-ETS offsets also allowed under EU rules. The an-
swer is obvious: cancel the excess. Otherwise in reality EU emissions
can either grow to 2020, or the 2030 target will be poisoned by banked
emissions.

SB40/ADP2.5, JUNE 2014

BONN, GERMANY

Listen to the science

The IPCC was here in town yesterday to hand deliver its latest reports
to you. Today, the UNFCCC will start formal consideration of the [PCC
reports in the next round of the Structured Expert Dialogues (SED). This
is part of the 2013-2015 review of the adequacy of the long-term global
goal and the overall progress towards achieving it.

Ministers in Bonn should welcome the good news from the IPCC: it
is still possible to limit global warming to 2°C. The really big news is
a clear finding that the overall “cost” to the economy for the needed
changes is smaller than the rounding errors commonly found in long-
term economic growth projections. It’s not just the scale of the total
global investment in infrastructure that has to change dramatically; rath-
er, it is the direction of the investment that has to change in order to
decarbonise the world’s infrastructure. That means complete transfor-
mation of our energy sector and important changes to our society as a
whole. Investments in renewables have to triple soon and proven fossil
reserves have to be left underground.

The TPCC WGII shows that the costs of inaction are catastrophic. The
risks of climate change are widespread, they concern every region and
every sector. Ministers, be courageous and take decisive, ambitious ac-
tion today. The people, biodiversity and ecosystems upon which they
depend are counting on you.

VOLVEREMOS!

ECO was restless yesterday as Ministers failed to make any exciting
new announcements, but this morning we woke to an inspiring rallying
cry that echoed in all of the world’s languages. We’re inspired - surely
leaders cannot ignore their people any longer?

“Volveremos! Stand with us or step aside!

We are people who participated in the walk out of the Warsaw Climate
Conference and those who supported and united with its call for more
serious climate action... We have come together to reiterate to all ‘lead-
ers’ participating in the UN climate negotiations that they are danger-
ously off track in addressing the climate emergency...

We are more determined than ever to fight for the survival of our fami-
lies, our communities and our peoples across the world - a survival that
rests on nothing less than the fundamental transformation of a system
that has generated massive impoverishment, injustices and a climate
crisis that threatens all life on earth....

People are mobilising everywhere and taking to the streets in bigger
numbers and increasing intensity to stand up to vested interests and
fight for their future and those of the next generations. ..

We are back, far more strengthened in giving voice to those who are
already acting with the urgency needed to avoid the worst impacts of
climate change...

The global climate movement is building its strength and power in every
country of the world. We call on those who claim to represent us to ei-
ther act in our interests or step aside.”

Support farmers to adapt to climate change

Even though the objective of Article 2 is to stabilise global emissions
before food production is threatened, impacts are already being felt
around the world. Floods have damaged wheat fields in Pakistan and
rice fields in Thailand. Heat waves have seriously impacted the yields of
Russian wheat and US maize.

Global food security is at threat. Small-scale farmers produce the ma-
jority of the world’s food, yet they are the most food insecure, and most
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.

Mitigation is of course essential to keep temperature below 1.5°C - but
the adaptation needs of developing countries, particularly their agricul-
tural sectors, must have a high priority too.

Developed country Parties have suggested a focus on productivity lev-
els. But as temperatures rise and precipitation becomes increasingly un-
predictable, large areas in temperate and tropical countries may become
progressively unsuitable for agriculture. ECO thinks that the SBSTA’s
first step is build on detailed studies, like the report recently endorsed by
the World Committee on Food Security, through mandating an assess-
ment of climate change impacts on food production.

ECO asks Parties to provide support to the conservation of plant genetic
diversity, and increase the resilience of smallholder agriculture systems.
This will help small scale farmers to build their adaptive capacity, and
help them integrate their farming systems in the local ecosystems.
Policies should be designed and implemented to enable small-scale food
providers and other vulnerable populations to become more resilient to
climate change through an integrated focus.

US power plant rules: a second look
After celebrating the good news out of the US on new EPA regulations to cut carbon pollution from power plants, ECO has taken the time to take

a second look at the proposed plan.

The good news is that the plan looks like the real deal - it will lower emissions and put the US on the right path. The puzzler is why the admin-
istration is leaving the low-hanging fruit on the tree. Analyses suggest there are far more gains to be achieved - in both emissions reductions and
cost savings - by fully harnessing energy efficiency measures and renewable energy resources. The U.S. power sector is already well on its way
to meeting the EPA’s draft 2030 target. ECO thinks the US should aim much higher, introducing other regulations to further reduce emissions.
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