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#Fast for the Climate Today
   At the Vigil for the Climate outside the Pentagonito, 
Christiana Figueres, executive secretary of the UNFCCC, and 
Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, the Peruvian Minister for the Environment 
and incoming COP president. The lighting of candles begins the 
celebration of the first year of monthly fasting by faith and envi-
ronmental groups around the world in the Fast for the Climate. 
   Today, on the occasion of the opening of COP20, marks the  
largest climate fast on record, with the whole nation of Tuvalu 
called on to fast, and empty tables being erected round the world.  
   Fasters can be found in Zone C at lunchtime, and the Fast for the 
Climate press conference is 3 pm in Room 2.
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We are very happy to be in Lima, and 
ECO is ready to get right to it. COP20 
needs to deliver on enough confidence 
building measures to ensure climate ac-
tion and a successful outcome from next 
year’s COP in Paris. The wheels have al-
ready started turning:

• The Peruvian COP presidency has 
shown commitment and substantial  
effort to guide the negotiations onto the 
right track. 

• The US-China climate announce-
ment, on the heels of similar action by 
the EU, has injected positive impetus 
into the political aspect of the negotia-
tions – and is pressuring significant lag-
gards and defaulters, who can no longer 
claim inaction by the G2 to wiggle out of doing their part.

• The IPCC is shining clear light on the latest science, pointing ur-
gently to deeper climate action as well as the fast-rising costs of delay.

• The GCF is seeing some light at the dim end of the climate finance 
tunnel with pledges at $9.7 billion for initial capitalization – though 
that’s welcome, it must not distract from the pressing need to scale up 
finance within the new agreement.

Are these announcements and developments enough to create the 
right confidence building measures across countries, cement the foun-
dation for greater political will and achieve success in Paris? ECO 
surely hopes so – but let’s be clear, this opening round of mitigation 
announcements must not be a resting place but rather a starting point 
that Parties will broaden and expand.

The agreement in Paris is going to rest on three key decisions here in 
Lima: the elements of the 2015 agreement, the iNDC upfront informa-
tion requirements, and ways to ramp up pre-2020 ambition. These out-
comes are going to define the contours of the new global agreement.

So let’s look a bit closer. The elements text must include a long-term 
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goal of phasing out all fossil fuel emissions and 
phasing in 100% renewable energy as early as pos-
sible, but not later than 2050. 

We also expect to see goals for public finance 
along with a robust and honest MRV regime 
for them; a global adaptation goal that enables  
adaptation to be mainstreamed; and a strengthened 
two-year work plan to immediately operationalize 
the Warsaw loss and damage mechanism and to  
ensure that loss and damage has its appropriate place  
within the 2015 agreement. 

Not so easy, right? Well, don’t worry, as always, 
ECO is here to help. And with that in mind, we also 
look forward to seeing the inclusion of an enhanced 
role for civil society in the text.

To be clear, we have high hopes for the iNDC text. 
The iNDCs should include mitigation with regular 
5-year cycles of contributions, starting with coun-
tries putting forward their contributions for the 
2020-2025 cycle, provision and mobilization of  
finance as part of countries’ fair share of the global 
effort, and voluntary adaptation contributions. 

Not only that, all current and future contributions 
must undergo a sound, robust equity and adequa-
cy assessment phase to help drive up ambition and 
ensure that low ambition is not locked in by any 
country. 

The first round of iNDCs will set the tone for the 
future. We’ve really got to get it right on this one – 
it is no exaggeration to say the future of human 
civilization is weighing on all our shoulders.

And every step counts. The effectiveness of the 
post-2020 agreement to be reached in Paris next 
year depends on the progress we make between 
now and 2020. 

On pre-2020 finance it’s simple: developed coun-
tries have to present a credible roadmap on how 
they are going to meet their $100 billion promise, 
deliver additional pledges to the GCF (this means 
you, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Iceland and Ire-
land) and also not let the Adaptation Fund dry up. 

We need finance and a full set of means of imple-
mentation and support to unlock untapped poten-
tial in countries and sectors that can deliver greater 
ambition for reducing emissions, as well as assist-
ing vulnerable communities that are already facing  
impacts from climate change.

On mitigation, what has the latest IPCC report 
taught us? All countries need to increase their pre-
2020 mitigation commitments, and deliver on them 
through real mitigation actions. As session after 
session has shown, climate impacts do not stick to 
UNFCCC timelines; the atmosphere sees what we 
do, not what we think. 

The pressure is on but ECO is confident we can 
respond. We’ve got a lot of work to do, and there is 
no time to lose.

Let’s start off this COP with a bit of a reality check on the progress (or lack 
thereof) on phasing out dirty fossil fuels – particularly in developed coun-
tries. Scientists have shown that we currently have many times more fossil 
fuels in existing reserves than our global carbon budget can withstand in a  
2 oC scenario. Yet governments continue to subsidize the exploration and 
production of even more fossil fuels. So again ECO reminds about their 
existing commitments to phase out these subsidies. 

Recently, however, there have been hopeful signs. France announced that 
it plans to join the US, UK and Netherlands in severely restricting export  
credit financing for coal projects in developing countries. Though this  
indeed is a welcome step, ECO suggests that such a move needs to have a 
clear timeline, and that these countries need to take concrete steps to phase 
out all fossil fuel subsidies. Next in line should be other big developed coun-
tries (take note, Germany, Japan and Poland). The spotlight on developed 
countries to phase out fossil fuel subsidies is getting stronger and there is no 
excuse for any further delay.

In addition, a crucial point. Countries must immediately phase out support 
for exploration of new fossil fuel reserves. A recent report estimated that 
the G20 spends $88 billion per annum supporting the finding of more fossil 
fuels. At the same time, the IPCC and others warn that the vast majority of 
currently existing reserves need to be left in the ground.

It is long past time to shift all public money and investment away from the 
dirty fossil fuel industry that has massively contributed to the climate crisis 
we are in. ECO reckons there are far better ways to spend this money – do 
you think climate finance perhaps?

For a stimulating discussion on phasing out dirty fossil fuels, the EU 
Pavilion at 18.00 is the place to be today!

Fossil Fuel Subsidies:  
Nowhere to Run, Nowhere to Hide
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