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USA Earns 1st Place Fossil of the Day and Australia and New Zealand get 2nd 
Place Fossils. 
 
The 1st place Fossil goes to the US for refusing to even discuss its mitigation and 
finance commitments under the Bali Action Plan. 
  
In the Developed country mitigation spin-off group yesterday, the US stated its 
disagreement to even discuss such vital elements for developed country action in the 
pre-2020 period as comparability – which includes common accounting – addressing 
the ambition gap and compliance. Important as workshops and technical papers are, 
they do not build a transparent regime that enables countries to show that they are 
acting in good faith to reduce their emissions. The good news is that he US did not 
state disagreement to discussing a QELRO for itself, so we look forward to seeing the 
US’s domestic carbon budget to 2020! 
  
In the LCA finance contact group yesterday, some developing countries asked for a 
mid term finance commitment from their developed country counterparts. Instead of 
giving reassurance and using the opportunity to build trust in this currently toxic 
atmosphere, the US asked those developing countries if they had thought of a mid-
term mitigation plan themselves to “deserve” this mid-term climate finance. However, 
the US seems to have forgotten that climate finance should not be held hostage by the 
mitigation discussion. Climate finance is needed to address adaptation needs for the 
most vulnerable countries. Besides, the US itself was the leader in brokering the 
$100bn deal three years ago. 
 
 
The 2nd place Fossil goes to Australia and New Zealand for not submitting a 
QELRO carbon budget into the Kyoto Protocol. These countries continue to vacillate 
on whether they will follow the shameful example of Russia and Japan (and let us not 
even mention Canada). Our time in Bonn has shown that the international community 
is growing very impatient as it continues to wait and see if Australia and New Zealand 
deserve its scorn or its applause. 
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About CAN: The Climate Action Network (CAN) is a worldwide network of roughly 
700 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working to promote government and 
individual action to limit human0induced climate change to ecologically sustainable 
levels. www.climatenetwork.org   

 
About the fossils: The Fossil of the Day awards were first presented at the climate 
talks in 1999, in Bonn, initiated by the German NGO Forum. During United Nations 
climate change negotiations (www.unfccc.int), members of the Climate Action 
Network (CAN), vote for countries judged to have done their 'best' to block progress 
in the negotiations in the last days of talks.  
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