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First Place Fossils go to the USA, Canada and China. 
 
The first 1st place Fossil goes to the USA, for its continuing attempts to block 
negotiations on sources of financing, and refusing to discuss how it will continue to 
scale up financing in 2013 and onwards, towards the agreed goal of $100b by 2020. 
We know that the USA faces some deep denial issues internally, as well as avoidance 
issues in the negotiations around issues like equity, capacity building and an 
international mechanism on loss and damage. Until the US is willing to have a frank 
and honest discussion leading to substantive decisions, it will be an impediment to 
this process. 
 
An additional 1st place fossil goes to Canada for – can you guess???? – reneging on 
their commitments to fight climate change by withdrawing from the Kyoto Protocol.  
While many of you enjoyed your first full night of sleep after Durban overtime, the 
Canadians had no such luck. Barely off the plane, Canada’s Environment Minister 
wasted no time in confirming the COP’s worst kept secret that Canada was officially 
pulling out of the Kyoto Protocol. Many delegates probably had already given up on 
Canada at that point, but those of us that live within that vast, beautiful, hockey-
loving country have had to continue to bear witness to what can only be called the 
government of polluters’ puppets. While Canada’s actions are clearly in a world of its 
own when it comes to bad behavior in the Kyoto Protocol, there are others that are 
behaving in fossil worthy manner. Here, we’re looking at Japan and Russia for 
refusing to participate in the second commitment period and Australia and New 
Zealand for missing the critical May 1 deadline to submit their QELROS. Australia 
and New Zealand are on notice that we expect these submissions by the end of Bonn 
– though the sooner the better as it is causing trouble in the KP. 
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And the final 1st place Fossil goes to China for holding in abeyance the work 
programme on scaling-up pre-2020 ambition under the ADP. We agree with China 
that the ADP must not allow developed countries to jump ship from the KP and LCA 
to a weaker regime, but Parties can't hold critical parts of the Durban package in 
abeyance, which amounts to punting them to the other side of the moon. We can't 
hold the fight against climate change in abeyance! 
 
 

 
About CAN: The Climate Action Network (CAN) is a worldwide network of roughly 
700 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working to promote government and 
individual action to limit human0induced climate change to ecologically sustainable 
levels. www.climatenetwork.org   

 
About the fossils: The Fossil of the Day awards were first presented at the climate 
talks in 1999, in Bonn, initiated by the German NGO Forum. During United Nations 
climate change negotiations (www.unfccc.int), members of the Climate Action 
Network (CAN), vote for countries judged to have done their 'best' to block progress 
in the negotiations in the last days of talks.  
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