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Shell, Exxon Mobil, Petrobras, Chevron and BP Given First Ever “Corporate” Fossil 

Award given for lifetime commitment to blocking progress on climate and environmental 

protection  

 

Rio de Janeiro - In an unprecedented move, the Fossil of the Day award broke protocol today 

to award a special fossil to big oil and their friends. The award is a recognition of the back 

room, dirty tactics that the fossil fuel industry and lobby has used here in Rio and for years to 

block progress on climate change and sustainable development.   

 

The corporations were also singled out for being some of the biggest recipients of the nearly 

$1 trillion in subsidies handed out each year to big polluters. The award comes on the eve of a 

corporate business event including a session entitled "Fossil Fuels and Sustainability" that 

features representatives of Petrobras, BP and Shell. The text of the Fossil Award read as 

follows: 

 

Today's fossil award is an extra special one, a never before seen or heard of Fossil of the 

Day...a Fossil First here in Rio.  

 

The recipients of this Fossil have for years stood in the shadows, and in the way of real 

progress on climate change and sustainable development. Around the globe they are the 

worlds largest climate criminals, responsible for spilling millions of barrels of oil in the 

natural world, and dumping billions of tonnes of greenhouse gases into the aptmosphere.  

 

Let's get a (oil) drumroll please for today's Fossils! Those big bad polluters!  

 

Shell! Exxon-Mobil! BP! Chevron! and a special Brazilian Rio Fossil for our sponsors here 

at Rio+20 Petrobras!  Honorable mention goes to all the oil barons, king coals and gas 

giants around the globe! Our top four recipients collectively made nearly $140 billion dollars 

in 2011, all while working against the adoption of strong, ambitious climate legislation in 

countries around the globe, digging deeper into dirty energy.  
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All four are major players in the tar sands and part of a new rush to develop oil in the Arctic 

- despite their roles in major disasters like the Deepwater Horizon, the Kalamazoo river spill, 

the Exxon Valdez and the list goes on.  

 

Oh yeah, and they're all part of that prestigious trillion dollar club, recipients of massive 

polluter handouts.  

 

Petrobras gets a special spot for coming on as a sponsor of Rio+20 while trying to break the 

resistance of fishermen of Rio’s Bahia de Guanabara with violence. The fishermen have been 

struggling to defend their livelihoods against Petrobras’ oil spills. 

 

The Fossil of the Day ceremony was also the target of a mock protest by "Billionaires for 

Subsidies", a group of youth drawing attention to the influence of big polluters here in Rio 

and on climate progress around the globe. The fossil fuel companies were targetted for 

attempting to hijack the agenda in Rio, but also for lobbying to weaken climate commitments 

for governments around the world.  

 

 

 

About CAN: The Climate Action Network (CAN) is a worldwide network of over 700 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working to promote government and 

individual action to limit human0induced climate change to ecologically sustainable 

levels. www.climatenetwork.org   

 

About the Fossils: The Fossil of the Day awards were first presented at the climate 

talks in 1999, in Bonn, initiated by the German NGO Forum. During United Nations 

climate change negotiations (www.unfccc.int), members of the Climate Action 

Network (CAN), vote for countries judged to have done their 'best' to block progress 

in the negotiations in the last days of talks. This tradition now continues at the 

Rio+20 Summit. 

 

### 

 


