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The Sword of Equity

ECO has long wrestled with this
foundational dilemma of the climate
talks, but has noticed something
different in the negotiating air since
Durban. There seems a new – or a
renewed – recognition from all sides
that the issue of equity cannot be
pushed aside or wished away any
longer. It is at the heart of the
negotiations, and must be the
foundation on which the Durban
Platform is built.
The development of a broad
consensus – even if only rough or
approximate – of the fair shares of
different countries in tackling climate
change is essential to increasing
the ambition of action sufficiently to
avoid climate catastrophe. Without
such a common understanding and
its codification, Parties will continue
to fear that they are doing too much
while others freeride on their efforts.
The emissions gap will only widen
as a result. Only a fair deal can close it.

three and a half years left under the
ADP in which to do it.

The equity workshop should therefore
be the start of a process with perhaps
three phases. In the first phase
Parties should make good faith
efforts to understand each others’
approaches and their underlying
assumptions. ECO recalls certain,
perhaps wellmeaning, European
ministers and leaders in Copenhagen
who did not understand why some
developing countries blocked their
proposals for a 2050 global emissions
reduction target. Some capacity
building efforts on all sides are in
order, and equity must take an integral
place in the ADP agenda to allow
this to happen.

Second, in 2013 Parties should begin
negotiations to reach agreement on
key equity principles and criteria for
their operationalisation. After all
these years, ECO thinks there are
three that really matter – adequacy
ECO is therefore looking forward to of efforts to avoid catastrophic climate
tomorrow’s workshop on Equitable change; CBDRRC; and the right to
Access to Sustainable Development, sustainable development.
and hopes that Parties will see it as
an opportunity to look afresh at the Third, in 2014 Parties should begin
equity question. But after 20 years, negotiations on applying these
no one should imagine that one principles and criteria to the central
workshop will find all the answers. issues of mitigation, finance,
Parties will need time to build adaptation, loss and damage and
understanding and trust. They have so on. In short, they must bring
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Got 2 Minutes??

Dear delegates: Yesterday CAN was
scheduled to deliver a 2 minute statement
at the opening of the SBI. Regrettably (to
CAN at least), the Chair decided under his
own authority that there were not 2 minutes
left available in the session for the delivery
of that statement. So you never got to hear
it. For your information, here it is:
SBI36 OPENING STATEMENT
CANINTERNATIONAL

Thank you, Chair. Good evening dear
delegates and colleagues.
Firstly, Chair, CAN wishes you all the best in
the task ahead of you in what promises to be
yet another challenging year for the SBI.
On specific items this session, we would like
to briefly highlight three particularly important
issues for CAN:
Firstly, on capacity building, the establishment
of the Durban Forum was one small step
taken last year towards recognising the
critical need for Parties to agree on scaled
up and coordinated action on capacity building.
The vast majority of developing countries
fully understand the benefits of lowcarbon
development, how it can benefit their
sustainable development and poverty
alleviation objectives and how it will allow
their emissions to deviate from a business
as usual baseline. Ways to address their
current lack of capacity to even commence
this task need to be urgently agreed. CAN
looks forward to participating in the Forum
next week and to working with you, Chair,
and with Parties towards scaling up the
implementation of 2/CP7.
Secondly, on arrangements for inter
governmental meetings, CAN has no need
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numbers to the table. ECO is clear
on one thing – whichever way
Parties agree to slice up the cake,
the current efforts of developed
countries fall very far short of what
can be reasonably expected of
them. However we look at equity,
developed countries must be
prepared to do much much more.
This threephase approach could
provide the setting in which the
equity question finally receives an
answer that all Parties can accept,
and in time to make sure COP21
in 2015 does not repeat the fate of
COP15 in Copenhagen. ECO
hopes Parties approach tomorrow’s
workshop with this in mind and in
this spirit, and that no Party attempts
to rule anything in or out this week.
Starting a process in this way, they
can finally take down the sword of
Damocles and use it instead to
carve the fair, ambitious and legally
binding deal that all countries need.
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2 Minutes continued

to remind delegates of the scale of the task involved in ensuring coherence between the
seven negotiating tracks scheduled for Doha. The confluence of those tracks has to be a
framework for both vastly scaled up mitigation effort between now and 2020, and a robust
workplantodeliveranewandfullycomprehensivelegallybindingagreementby2015atthelatest.
In the same item, the subject of NGO participation is of course a vital matter for CAN.
Progress we thought the SBI had secured this time last year has been more than somewhat
degraded since, with Parties continuing to conduct the real substance of the negotiations
away from the eyes and ears of civil society. In at least one case in Durban the final "open"
informal meeting was in fact just 5 minutes long. Civil society observers therefore had no
opportunity whatsoever to contribute to the outcome, or even to be able to comment on
it. This was not the spirit of last year's SBI decision as CAN understood it.
Thirdly, on appeals against decisions of the CDM Executive Board, Parties must uphold
the principle that the right to information, the right to public participation, and the right to
seek justice are intrinsic to every individual and are inherent human rights. Access to
justice for all local and global stakeholders including projectaffected peoples and
communities must be ensured. Thank you.

First (and Possibly Last)
Annual ECO Caption Contest
Submit your funniest, cleverest,
scariest or most insightful caption for
the image at left before 20 May to
administration@climatenetwork.org

Credit: Manjeet Dhakal/Clean Energy Nepal

Winning caption printed next week.
Entries outside of Bonn accepted.
Prize: Free Copy of ECO!

Canada: Nothing To Fear But Itself

While many of you enjoyed your first full
night of sleep after the Durban overtime,
the Canadians had no such luck. Barely off
the plane, Canada’s Environment Minister
wasted no time in confirming the COP’s
worst kept secret, that Canada was officially
pulling out of the Kyoto Protocol.

Many delegates probably had already
given up on Canada at that point, but those
of us in CAN who live within that vast,
beautiful, hockeyloving country have had
to continue to bear witness to what can only
be called the government of polluters’
puppets. Since bailing on their 9year
ratification relationship with the Kyoto
Protocol, the Canadian government has
only gone further downhill when it comes
to climate action. The highlights lowlights:
1) A report from the government watchdog
on our environment and climate goals made
clear last week that it would be nearly
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impossible under current policy for Canada
to meet its (embarrassingly weak) target
of 17% below 2005 levels by 2020. After
all, the report said, there aren’t even any
greenhouse gas regulations on Canada’s
fastest growing source of pollution – the oil
and gas sector (read: Tar Sands). The
official numbers according to the
government’s own data? Current and
proposed policies for emissions reductions
will result in a 7% increase over 2005 levels
(that's ~33% above 1990 levels) instead
of the promised 17% decrease.
2) The Government ramped up McCarthyist
attacks on anyone worried about numbers
like these. This has included outrageous
attacks on civil society, First Nations and
politicians, calling them radicals, terrorists,
adversaries and enemies of the people of
Canada. Amazingly, there have even been
accusations that environmental groups
writ large are money launderers.
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(Have they seen our budgets? What's there
to launder?)
3) And to make it even easier for them to do
as little as possible, the 2012 federal budget
bill contained “a few additional items” for
quick passage without democratic debate.
These included the complete repeal of
Canada’s environmental assessment act
and a thorough gutting of decades of
environmental regulations. These deletions
were misrepresented as “streamlining” of
approvals processes for projects such as
massive pipelines that, if built, would allow
the projected tripling of tar sands growth
that the government is so desperate for. It
is streamlining all right – streamlining the
path towards climate catastrophe.
The only thing the Canadian example will
prove, with its fragile Arctic, vulnerable
coasts and tarred economy, is that you can't
withdraw from climate change.
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